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Deliberate Deception?

I. An Opening Mystery
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Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea,
before Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by the sea.

Pharaoh will say of the Israelites, “They are astray in the land; the wilderness has closed in on
them.”

Then | will stiffen Pharaoh’s heart and he will pursue them, that | may gain glory through
Pharaoh and all his host; and the Egyptians shall know that | am HaShem, and they did so.
When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his courtiers had a
change of heart about the people and said, “What is this we have done, releasing Israel from
our service?

II. The Problem
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17 And | have said: | will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebusite,

unto a land flowing with milk and honey

18 And they shall hearken to your voice. And you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, unto
the king of Egypt, and you shall say unto him: Hashem, the God of the Hebrews, has met with
us. And now let us go, we pray thee, three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may

sacrifice to Hashem, our God.
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Abravanel: How could Hashem have commanded Moshe to state a Lie and subterfuge in His

name? It would have been preferable to demand complete freedom from beneath the
torments of Egypt. What purpose could there be in this narrative, given that Pharaoh will
ultimately send the nation form his land against his will.

Il. Classical Approaches

1. A Possibilty?
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Giving Pharaoh rope to hang himself...

2. Not a Lie?
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Moshe does not really lie...
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It was the truth....
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3. Internal Concerns?
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For the Israelites’ sake...

4. Lessons on Compromise: Eternal Red Lines in Our Relationship With God
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Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Go and sacrifice to your God within the

land.”
But Moses replied, “It would not be right to do this, for what we sacrifice to HaShem our God is
untouchable to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice that which is untouchable to the Egyptians before

their very eyes, will they not stone us!

B.
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So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh and he said to them, “Go, worship HaShem
your God! Who are the ones to go?”

Moses replied, “We will all go, young and old: we will go with our sons and daughters, our
flocks and herds; for we must observe the HaShem’s festival.”

C.
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Pharaoh then summoned Moses and said, “Go, worship HaShem! Only your flocks and your

herds shall be left behind; even your children may go with you.”

But Moses said, “You yourself must provide us with sacrifices and burnt offerings to offer up to

HaShem our God; our own livestock, too, shall go along with us—not a hoof shall remain

behind: for we must select from it for the worship of HaShem our God; and we shall not know

with what we are to worship HaShem until we arrive there.

5. Return to the Mystery: All Fair in Love and War?
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5 And it was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled; and the heart of Pharaoh and of his
servants was turned towards the people, and they said: 'What is this we have done, that we

have let Israel go from serving us?
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All roads lead to the sea from the outset...
What did Pharaoh believe by the end?

[l But, What If....?

Tie into our discussion of free will, prescience and predestination; same end- other roads?



